After more than half a century's separation, the interaction between China and Taiwan has progressively changed from a politico-economic interaction to a more civic interaction. Recently, scholars working on cross-Strait relations have begun to pay attention to the civic influence of Taiwanese businesses on the relationship. Some have emphasized the importance of subgovernmental interactions in the process of cross-Strait integration. Others assert that Taiwanese businesses can exert economic leverage to constrain the Chinese government in cross-Strait policymaking. These scholars stress a bottom-up approach in research, observing current phenomena, then deducing the emerging pattern of cross-Strait relations that may be influenced by business activities. Taking account of changing trends in scholarly discussions of the crossStrait relationship, this special issue aims to present current research in this field. Theoretically, this issue also aims to balance the top-down approach, for instance, by considering political threats and economic interdependence across the Strait, with a bottom-up approach, for instance, by examining the identity of Taiwanese businesspeople and migrants, as well as a Taiwanese charitable organization operating in China.
The relationship across the Taiwan Strait has always been the focus of academic discussion in China, Taiwan and Hong Kong. Certainly some American scholarship has also paid attention to the cross-Strait debate because the United States plays an important role in the strategic triangular relationship with Taiwan and China. From a review of recent publications on crossStrait relations, several topics can be identified. 1 The most popular topic is the analysis of the US-China-Taiwan relationship, which can be divided into four sub-topics. The first uses the theoretical perspective of international relations to analyse the triangular relationship. 2 The second concerns the potential conflicts across the Strait from the American government's perspective. 3 Analysing the triangular relationship from an economic perspective 4 forms the third sub-topic and discussion about security issues the fourth. 5 Scholars have also focused on comparisons between the European model and the cross-Strait relationship 6 and identified the influence of individual country on the cross-Strait relationship.
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Apart from examining cross-Strait relations on the international stage, other scholars focus on issues across the Strait. For instance, there is an abundance of scholarly discussion about cross-Strait security, and more so, on economic security across the Strait 8 or nontraditional channels for cross-Strait confidence-building in relation to security issues. 9 Trade and investment across the Strait and/or in greater China is another significant topic. 10 Compared to security and economics, a rather 'soft' discussion topic in cross-Strait studies is the issue of identity, 11 which is a rather nascent topic in the discussion of cross-Strait studies. Interestingly enough, scholars also use sport or popular music to analyse the political situation across the Strait.
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More specifically from Taiwan's perspective, during the eight-year government of the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), scholars have analysed in great detail the DPP's policy on China. 13 During the period when the DPP was in power, the question of a referendum on independence or unification caused very heated debates. 14 Apart from Taiwan's domestic politics, how Taiwan viewed the rise of China was also an important issue. and daily life. Most interestingly, this issue also includes a contribution which discusses the impact of a Taiwanese charity organization on Chinese society. These articles not only present a balanced combination of macro and micro research in cross-Strait studies but more importantly, they constitute an up-to-date collection in the field.
Themes in this issue
We start with a macro-level analysis of the strategic relationship between the United States, China and Taiwan, as it has been a subject of ongoing discussion in cross-Strait studies. The first Chen's speeches to overseas audiences widely differs from that in his address to domestic audiences. It is significant that Taiwan's leaders target specific audiences for strategic purposes.
On both sides of the Strait, the emerging interest in business has long been a matter of great concern for Taiwan's political leaders, as reflected by Sullivan and Sapir's final note that an increasing number of Ma's campaign speeches concern Taiwanese businessmen in China (taishang 台商). The third contribution in our special issue is from Gunter Schubert who presents the importance of the taishang as a 'linkage community' that plays a significant role in the crossStrait relationship. Schubert notes that while there is some research into the influence of the taishang on Chinese politics at the local level, to date there has been no systematic study of the By presenting this special issue of cross-Strait studies, we hope to attract more scholarly attention in the field. I also take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the contributors for their diligence in putting this issue together. I would also like to thank the referees who reviewed the manuscripts, without whose constructive suggestions we would not have been able to produce such a solid collection. Finally I would like to thank Tak-Wing Ngo and China Information's editorial team for bringing this special issue to fruition.
